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Take Note Online Jazz Workshops — Series 2

Episode 4: Understanding Blues Chords

What are bass notes?

Bass notes are the first note in the chord, also known as the tonic or ‘1’

What are guide tones?

Guide tones are the 3™ and 7" in chords. These are the really important sounds in chords as they are
the ones that change if it is major/minor/dominant.

What is voice leading?

Voice leading is a technique used to move smoothly between different chords, generally focusing on the
guide tones.

What notes can | hear in this video?
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IZI GUIDE TONES - 300S AND TTHS
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More Practice Ideas:
e Practice root notes and guide tone lines unaccompanied
e Practice root notes and guide tone lines with a metronome (put it on 2 & 4)

e Practice root notes and guide tone lines with a play along of a Bb blues
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wHVxf2M20gQ&t=18s
Always be aware that when you are playing with a backing track some of the chords can be a
little different

e Tryin adifferent key!
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